
The regular monthly meeting of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Murrells Inlet Post 10420 was held on Saturday, March 21, 2026, at 10:01 am at the VFW Post 10420 Social Hall: The Commander being in the chair and the adjutant present. 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS:
Present:  Commander Sal Salvino; Sr Vice Commander Charles Cotton; Quartermaster/Adjutant Karen Collins; Chaplain Bill Pullar; Service Officer Doug Paley; 1-year trustee Bill Mumford; 3-year Trustee Warren Cooper; Surgeon Don Urban; Judge Advocate Bob Thompson; Sargeant at Arms Bill Feick; House Chair John Greenhill 
Absent/Excused:  Jr Vice Commander Gilbert Romero; Officer of the Day John McDowell; 2-year trustee Ron Grubb.

MEMBERSHIP: 41 members present (sign-in sheets attached).   The Quartermaster processed 10 new/transfer applications since the last meeting. A few of the new members are present. As of 3/21/2026 the All-American Dashboard standing for Post 10420 is 99.59% needing 13 members. 

MINUTES:  February’s meeting Minutes were posted to the website by the adjutant. Motion by Comrade Urban to accept Minutes as posted. Seconded. Unanimous pass. 

QUARTERMASTER:  As of 2/28/2026:  VFW Post general fund $108,440 (receipts 103,364/disbursements 10,131); VFW Post Relief Fund $4,726 (disbursed 500; 
Canteen fund $15,962 (33,816 receipts/32,533 disbursements); Memorial fund $5,894 (disbursed $500) – cash balance this period:  $135,023. Due to the increase in liability insurance both CDs were cashed in on February 26, 2026  Comrade Tucker motioned to accept report pending trustee audit.  Seconded. Unanimous pass

COMRADES IN DISTRESS:  Comrade Urban mentioned Zeke (Comrade Grubb) is still having issues and now they have found multiple fractures on his spine. Comrade Feike mentioned Comrade Larry is in Waccamaw Hospital and not doing well. Comrade Chaplain passed around cards for these two individuals. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE:  The coin drop was a huge success; they will be scheduled for the 1st Saturday of every month from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm except November and December. Need emails from new members. There will be a workday to prepare the post for Memorial Day. Road guard vests are on order for the next coin drop. The Commander mentioned there will be a sign made for the information center so that it will direct more people to the area. Comrade Feick mentioned the Food Bank would be having a fundraiser at the Post the first Saturday in May. This event will be the Day of Service for the Post – more information to follow.   
                                 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Bylaws – Forwarded to National for approval from Commander-in-Chief. 
Insurance – a lot of businesses have closed due to the increase in insurance costs. The American Legion is about to go through the same thing; however, not as much of an increase as 10420. The Commander and Quartermaster will call a company recommended by the State Quartermaster. 
Loan payments – balance at $97,247 goal is to get it paid off by April 2027. Commander suggested/thought increasing payment to $2,000. Comrade Woods reminded the membership he made a motion to make two extra payments a year on this loan. Question was asked what the value of the building is – it is $300,00 at least but not the most recent. 
Direct deposit is sorted out; employees are happy. 
                         
NEW BUSINESS:  
The commander discussed how we can promote the VFW/Post; renting the hall is one way. He stressed that the porch needs to be worked on as it gives us more space to use. We need to be consistent in promoting. Word of mouth is huge; social media is useful. 
We need a planning committee. There is one person from the auxiliary who volunteered. This committee is chaired by Junior Vice. This is a very important committee because we must plan and schedule. There are a lot of good ideas, but people don’t follow through with the ideas and get things done. This committee would also engage all members but more importantly the House Committee and Canteen Manager. Question was asked if it could be combined with House Committee. This would not work because the House Committee already oversees the post and it is a separate function. Members who have volunteered:  Lori Ann Smith (Aux), Bob/Mary Ann Thompson, Pete Pecora, and Jim Brock. 
Question was asked about canteen suspensions and why the difference in the amount of time in the suspensions. House Chair stated it was voted on the floor and no objections were made. 
Comrade Pecora mentioned Pelican night for VFW and American Legion. Local businesses are being asked to donate for individual Veteran. Proposed the possibility of having some food vendors in the parking lot, vendors and Veteran-owned businesses. 
Comrade Paley suggested of selling the building. Motion made to sell the building and lease the building back to us to make it through this period of challenge. Discussion: It seems like a financial disaster on our part to try and sell the building. Another member did not agree with selling this building. It was pointed out that there is a mortgage on the building and that would decrease any money we would make. They may not lease the building back to us – this is our home and we have been here too long to sell the building. Motion made with no second. Declined. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
Comrade Landrum spoke regarding JROTC presentations.  He will be out-of-town and someone else will need to make the presentations. The Commander thanked Comrades Landrum and Pullar for their work with the schools for years. 
Quartermaster read the letter that will be sent to Comrade Loftus on 3/23/2026. There was much discussion regarding the letter; some Comrades thought the letter was an Article 9 to Comrade Loftus; however, it was stressed that the letter was not an Article 9 but merely a notification of the Commander’s decision. Motion made to accept letter as written. 25 yes, 8 opposed. Motion passed. 
Comrade Tucker made a motion to proceed with Article 9 proceedings from the Post level for Comrade Loftus.  A Comrade spoke against Article 9 proceedings. Commander made historical comments regarding the situation. Another Comrade mentioned that an audit should be done prior to any Article 9 proceedings. Motion tabled until external audit by CPA done. Comrade Judge Advocate seconded with comment. 
Comrade mentioned upcoming activities to include National Vietnam Veteran War Day on March 29th. Comrade Jack Novack mentioned memorial bricks are available and speaker has been found for Memorial Day ceremony. With this being a 250th are there any plans to do anything extra in celebration of our 250th? 

SAFETY BRIEF:  General awareness; report suspicious behavior. Monitor alcohol consumption. Report spills, damage, any hazards. Comply with facility rules. 


NOMINATIONS, ELECTIONS and INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS:  Nominations were held for the following positions – Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander and Quartermaster. 
Commander – Sal Salvino nominated by Ed Mura. Seconded. 
Senior Vice Commander – Charles Cotton nominated by John Greenwood. Seconded. Accepted. Ed Mura nominated by Tim Corey. Seconded. Accepted. Dallas Landrem nominated by Charles Cotton. Comrade Landrem declined. 
Jr Vice Commander – James Horne nominated by John Greenwood. Seconded. Accepted. 
Quartermaster – Karen Collins nominated by Don Urban. Seconded. Accepted. 
3-year Trustee – Victor Pohan nominated by Don Urban. Seconded. Accepted. 
1-year House Committee – Frank Bazen and Greg Casillas nominated by John Greenwood. Seconded. Accepted. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:46 a.m. 
Karen E. Collins
       Karen E. Collins, Adjutant 

